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April 18, 2017 

AMPHITHEATER APPOINTS NEW SUPERINTENDENT 
 
TUCSON, Ariz. - On Tuesday, April 18, the Amphitheater Governing Board voted unanimously (5-0) 
to appoint Mr. Todd Jaeger as the new superintendent of Amphitheater Public Schools. Mr. Jaeger 
will succeed Mr. Patrick Nelson, who is retiring on June 30 after serving as superintendent of the 
district since 2012. 
 
Mr. Jaeger will return to the district just one year after leaving to serve as general counsel for the 
Tucson Unified School District. Previously, Mr. Jaeger spent nearly two decades at Amphitheater 
Public Schools as associate to the superintendent and general counsel. He also served as executive 
director of human resources for five years from 2011-2016.  
 
“We are confident Mr. Jaeger will lead our district to the next level and will continue to raise the bar 
for all Amphitheater Public Schools students and staff,” said Amphitheater Governing Board 
President Jo Grant. “He brings a unique insight and depth of knowledge of the district to the position 
and demonstrates the desired skills and characteristics that were priorities for us as a Board.”  
 
“I am thrilled to be returning ‘home’ and for the opportunity to serve our schools and the entire 
Amphitheater community,” said Jaeger. “After 20 years in leadership at Amphi, I am excited to hit 
the ground running, while at the same time recognize that there is much for me to learn as I enter 
this new role. I want and need to know what our community — parents, teachers, students, 
taxpayers and community leaders — believe our District’s strengths, challenges, and opportunities to 
be.”   
 
Jaeger has more than a professional connection to Amphi. He and his wife Christine are Amphi 
parents, with two grown daughters who are products of Amphi schools and a son who is currently a 
student.  
 
“I certainly know what it means to be part of the Amphi family. After leaving for a little while, I am so 
glad to return and rejoin that family,” said Jaeger. 
 
One of Jaeger’s goals is to continue to position Amphi as the premier district in the state and to 
develop a district-wide strategic plan. “This plan, ‘Amphi 2021,’ is the perfect opportunity to bring 
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Amphi to a new level of achievement by the year 2021, a year which serves to highlight, if not 
compel, the realization of Amphi’s full potential in the 21st Century,” Jaeger noted. 
 
“We enjoy a community with high expectations for, and commitment to, our district. We have 
parents who trust and seek out our schools for their children. We have dedicated and caring staff 
who exemplify the meaning of highly qualified in so many ways. And, we have diverse students with 
earnest minds and incredible dreams. Together, we share in those dreams, and we have an 
obligation to help fulfill them.” 
 
The Amphitheater Governing Board contracted with the Arizona School Boards Association (ASBA) to 
conduct the search for a new superintendent. As part of the process, they collected public input 
concerning the leadership qualities desired in the new leader for the district through several 
community forums and an online survey which received nearly 800 responses. The feedback was 
used to develop the desired characteristics for the job description and during the applicant screening 
process and interviews. 
 
Jaeger joined Amphitheater for the first time in 1997, when he became Associate to the 
Superintendent and General Counsel – a position he held for nearly 20 years. During those two 
decades, he played significant and crucial roles in many advancements within the district which 
benefited the entire Amphi community. These included a dramatic reduction in legal costs (by 95% 
his first year on the job), the completion of Ironwood Ridge High School, and the passage of a budget 
override (and two renewals of the same) after repeated override failures over the two prior decades.   
 
During his previous tenure, he was also able to shepherd two successful bond elections, complete 
more than one overhaul of the district’s policies and regulations (including the Student Code of 
Conduct), and conduct extensive staff development. He also served as a zealous advocate for the 
students and staff of Amphitheater through his service as a lobbyist for the district for several years.   
 
Jaeger has repeatedly called the decision to join K-12 education the best of his career. He has said he 
can think of no better role for a lawyer to serve his community than by supporting the most 
important work of public schools in shaping our country’s future.   
 
About Amphitheater Public Schools 
Named for the five chains of mountains that surround the city of Tucson like a “beautiful natural 
amphitheater,” Amphitheater Public Schools has a long history of excellence dating back to 1893. 
Today, the District consists of 20 campuses and nearly 14,000 students. Amphitheater Public Schools 
offer a demanding and rigorous curriculum. Our educators focus on ensuring students develop the 
skills necessary for success in higher education as well as in today’s workplace, including creativity 
and innovation, critical thinking, communication and collaboration. Learn more at www.amphi.com  
or follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter at @AmphiSchools. 
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